AFTER THE HURRICANE

Lessons for the Next Disaster
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Homosexuals face anangry new
backlash in city halls, schogl
hoards and the workplace. How
far will public tolerance go?

eter O’Donnell, a city councilor in Portland,
Maine, had seen enough, In the early morning
hours last Feb, 2, Benjamin Kowalsky, a 33-year-
old tommunity-development worker suffering
m AIDS, was chased down and attacked by
three rock-throwing youths who yelled, “Hey fag-
Bot, we're going to get you.” Ten days Jater anoth-
Er gay man was severely heaten by a gang of 10 men. This time
police collared some of the assailants, but the victim declined to
for fear of losing his job. After eightother attacks,
roduced an ordinance barring anti-gay discrimi-
nation in housing, employment and credit. The city council
Passed it by a 7-1 vote on May 12,

The reaction was swift and angry. Within three wee

Y promiscuity, AIDS and pedophilia,

gue of Maine, another group fighting

most critically significant moral issue

, probably in the history of oyr state.”

ed. "It blows me away that people who

profess to Christian values and family values take up shields
and spears to defend discrimination,”

Portland’s lavender i

provoked a pow-
erful backlash, A well-coordinated Counteroffensive by the

religious right is underway in city halls, schoo] boards and
state legislatures to stymie—and even roll back—what itg
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Trying to halt the modest gains of recent years:

CHRIS CARTTER—IMPACT V ISUALS
Homophohic signs were an ugly feature of the St. Patrick’s Day parade in Boston

leaders regard as an intolerable gay ad-
vanece out of the closet and into the social
mainstream. In November, Oregon voters
will be asked to classify homosexuality as
“abnormal, wrong, unnatural and per-
verse,” and bar the state from passing any
law protecting citizens on the basis of sex-
ual orientation. A similar measure is on
the fall ballot in Colorado. This month

Newsweek Poll found that an overwhelm-
ing 78 percent of the public believes gay
men and women should enjoy the same
access to job opportunities as heterosex-
uals. By better than a two-thirds majority,
those surveyed approve of health insur-
ance and inheritance rights for gay
spouses. But on issues closer to the emo-
tional core of family life, the public senti-

ment cools. Only 32 percent believe gays
should be able to adopt children; just 35
percent approve of legally sanctioned gay
marriages. Fifty-three percent still don’t
consider homosexuality “acceptable” be-
havior. Asked whether gay rights was a
threat to the American family and its val-
ues, 45 percent said yes.

For many gays and lesbians, the threats

California Gov. Pete Wilson,
under pressure from the fun-
damentalist. wing of the state
Republican Party, is expected
to veto an anti-gay-discrimina-
tion bill for the second time
in a year. For many gays, a
symbolic low point came dur-
ing the Republican National
Convention in Houston last
month, where repeated at-
tacks on "the homosexual life-
style” evoked images of moral
decay and unraveling family
life. Conservative Doberman
Pat Buchanan told delegates
that gay rights have no place
“in a nation we still call God's
country.”

The blatant rhetoric only
turned off most Americans, and
Republican campaign strate-
gists quickly backed President
George Bush and his surro-
gates away from overt gay-
bashing, But the public re-
mainsdeeply ambivalent about
gay and lesbian aspirations—
torn between a basic impulse to
be tolerant and a visceral dis-
comfort with gay culture. A

| NEWSWEEKPOLL

Should homosexuals have equal rights in job opportunities?

78% Yes 17% No

Is homosexuality an acceptable alternative lifestyle?

41% Yes '.;,3% No

Are gay rights a threat to the American family and its values?

45% Yes 51% No

Which apply to you?

43% Have a friend or acquaintance who is gay

20% Work with someone you know who is gay
9% Have a gay person in your family

Should homosexuals be hired in each of the following

occupations (percent saying yes):

83% Salesperson

64% A member of the president’s cabinet

59% Armed forces

59% Doctors

54% High-school teachers

51% Elementary-school teachers

48% Clergy

Newsweek Poll, Aug. 27, 1992
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are more than rhetorical: anti-
gay harassment and violence
increased 31 percent last year
in five major U.S. cities (New
York, San Francisco, Chicago,
Boston and Minneapolis-St.
Paul), according to the Nation-
al Gay and Lesbian Task Force
Policy Institute. Gay advocates
acknowledge that an increased
sense of social approval has
made victims more likely to re-
port incidents. But they also
say that the escalating num-
bers don’t describe the qualita-
tive change in the violence.
Drive-by slurs and egg-tossings
have given way with more fre-
quency tonail-studded baseball
bats and switchblades. " You've
got people who get picked up
outside of a bar and tied up with
duct tape and are beaten. They
are sliced with razors,” says
Peg Yeates, leader of San Fran-
cisco’s Street Patrol, a Guard-
jan Angels-style organization.
The new attacks take a range of
forms, from fundamentalist
gay-bashing to ridicule in the
workplace.
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Rage on the Right -

It's possible to trace the
right wing’s anti-gay cam-
paign to a bullwhip. It was pho-
tographed hanging from the
late Robert Mapplethorpe’s
derriere and featured in his
1989 retrospective partially
funded by the National En-
dowment for the Arts (NEA).
The bullwhip came at an op-
portune moment for the reli-
gious right. The Berlin wall
and the contras had fallen;
Reagan was a memory. Gay-
bashing was always a staple
for right-wing fund raisers.
But taxpayer-subsidized dirty
art—homosexual art, no less—
kindled a new and lucrative
source of outrage. Morris
Chapman, president-elect of
the 15 million-member South-
ern Baptist Convention, pre-
dicts that "in the 1990s homo-

date the phrase “sexual orien-

How do you feel about each of the following homosexual rights?

In general, how important is the Issue of gay rights
to your presidential vote?

40% Very, or somewhat important
57% Not too, or not at all important

Do you think the candidates have:

CLINTON

Gone too far in supporting gay rights 16%
A position that is about right
Gone too far in opposing gay rights 3%

For this Newsweex Poll, The Gallup Organization interviewed 547 registered voters by
phone Aug. 27, 1992. Margin of error + /-5 percentage points. "Don’t know" and other
responses not shown. The Newsweek Poll © 1992 by Newsweex, Inc.

44%

tation” in any statute where it
now appears. It also requires

APPROVE  DISAPPROVE educators to set curriculum

Health insurance for gay spouses 67%  27% St"‘l{lfar'%:heq“daﬁ';lgﬂ_hom‘c’ﬁsx'
. < uality with pedophilia, sadism
Inhe_rltance Tlghts for gayspouses 70% 25% e ):nasocl:ﬁsm pas Behaviom
Social security for gay spouses 8%  35% “to be discouraged and avoid-
Legally sanctioned gay marriages 35% ~ 58% ed.” Despite new scientific
Adoption rights for gay spouses  32% 61% evidence that homosexuality

may have genetic origins, OCA
_members talk openly of "cur-
ing” gays.
Gays and lesbians, fearing
they’ll be effectively stripped
of their citizenship, are fight-
ing desperately. " If we lose, we
BUSH lose everything,” says Donna
5% Red Wing of Portland’s Lesbi-
an Community Project. “Our
41% children could be taken from
21% us, our lives could be wiped out
at the ballot box.” Despite big-
name opposition, from Rep.
Les AuCoin to the Roman
Catholic Church to Gov. Bar-

sexuality will be what the
abortion issue has been in the 1980s.”

For fundamentalists, the anti-gay ani-
mus is rooted in Biblical injunctions
against same-sex unions. Corinthians
promises that homosexuals (along with for-
nicators, idolaters, adulterers and thieves)
shall never inherit the kingdom of God.
Other conservatives are opposed to creat-
ing a classof people legally protected on the
basis of sexual behavior they regard as ab-
horrent. “Wesurely love theirsouls,” Jerry
Falwell wrote in a 1991 letter to followers,
describing his "national battle plan” to
fight gay rights. “But we must awaken to
their wicked agenda for America!”

Other familiar faces on the right are mo-
bilizing as well. Pat Robertson's Christian
Coalition—with 2.2 million names in its
computer files—will convene a meetingofa
thousand activists in Virginia Beach, Va.,
this fall to discuss “the homosexual-rights
agenda and how to defeat it,” according to
executive director Ralph Reed. The Rev.
Lou Sheldon, a former Robertson protégé
whose Anaheim-based Traditional Values
Coalition has affiliates in 15 states and a
web of interrelated fund-raising arms,
pushed for the 1989 repeal of gay-rights
ordinances in Irvine and Concord, Calif.
Last month he helped force California edu-
cators to withdraw proposed sex-education
and health-curriculum guidelines that de-
scribed “families headed by parents of the

- same sex” as "part of contemporary soci-
ety.” He's also coordinating an attempt to
block congressional approval of a law that
would allow unmarried District of Colum-
bia employees (gay and straight) to register
as partners and enroll in city-sponsored
health-care plans. "“We're just protecting
the heterosexual ethic,” he says.

Backlash at the Ballot Box

The most bitter battleground is Oregon,
where a movement heavily financed by
Christian fundamentalists is attempting
to all but codify gays and lesbians out of
existence. A petition drive by the Oregon
Citizens Alliance (OCA) has produced Bal-
lot Measure 9, which would void portions
of the state’s hate-crimes law and invali-

A cultural war: Graffiti in a New York hospital
MARK PETERSON—JB PICTURES

bara Roberts, state political
experts give the measure an even chance
of passage.

The campaign has spawned a mean sea-
son in a state with a national image for
tolerance and progressive politics. Oppo-
nents of the measure have documented an
escalating volume of violence, burglaries
and verbal intimidation. In the rural
southern Oregon town of Wolf Creek,
Dean Decent says violence against him
and eight other gay men in the
area has grown more brazen.
“Now that the homophobes
have blown up the car and shot
at the trailer, when they drive
by and yell it doesn’t seem so
bad,” says Decent, a 32-year-old
professional quilt maker. Un-
likely alliances have formed. In
an emotional meeting recently,
gay activists and migrant farm
workers in the Willamette Val-
ley shared stories about racism
and homophobia, pledging to
support one another’s strug-
gles. Fear has bolted some
closet doors but opened oth-
ers, The Rev. Gary Wilson, of
Portland’s Metropolitan Com-
munity Church, says gay pa-
rishioners are "sitting down
writing letters to everybody
they know that they've never
come out to saying, 'l am a gay
person, I am a lesbhian person; if
you support Measure 9, you're
destroying my life’.”

A new strain of gay-bashing
has entered local races in other
states. Six months ago Dick
Mallory was a pro-choice Texas
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Republican courting gay votes in his cam-
paign to unseat state Rep. Glen Maxey,
the only openly gay member of the state
legislature. Mallory recently ran radio
ads in the Austin area asking voters if
they want to be represented by “an
avowed homosexual.” Mallory says he’s
found Christ. Maxey argues that he's
found a Republican consultant. Perhaps
the most virulent gay-baiting campaign is
in Kansas. Supporters of Baptist minister
Fred Phelps, who lost the August Demo-
cratic senatorial primary to state legisla-
tor Gloria O’Dell, continue to picket the
Topeka streets with signs reading BULL
DIKE (gic) 0'DELL and NO SPECIAL LAWS FOR
FAGS. O’Dell, 46, says she’s heterosexual.

Closet in the Office

Some private employers have tried to
minimize homophobia in the workplace,
offering bhias workshops and opportunities
for gay employees to meet. A smaller
handful have established spousal benefit
programs for same-sex couples. But office
culture still can be a bleak frontier. Gay
workers tread warily, coming out to a
trusted few, usually remaining closeted to
higher-ups. Steven Greenberg and Mikael
Hollinger, two gay administrative assist-

| Fam1yRights, '
‘ Forever

BILL GENTILE FOR NEWSWEEK
‘Not in God’s country’: GOP convention

ants at San Francisco’s Nestlé Beverage
Co., would take lunch-hour walks down
the city’s Embarcadero to speak freely.
Soon their strolls had mutated into a vi-
cious office rumor—that they were having
gex together in a company restroom.

Last March they were fired. Nestlé de-
nies any anti-gay bias and says they were
terminated for poor performance, al-

Anti-gay sentiment often strikes at work:

though Greenberg says he had been given a
raise three weeks earlier. The two joined
five other gay men last month in filing job-
discrimination lawsuits against several
San Francisco area employers, including
Ricoh Corp. and Transworld Systems, al-
leging that they were harassed, ridiculed
and dismissed because they were gay.
Even in companies that take gay-bash-

_Dlscrlmmatlon. The |.|m|ts of the I.aw\-f T

whmh bans blaa based on race,
ethnicity, gender and ' reli-
gion—to include sexual orien-

even years ago Jeffrey Col-
lins's professional future

an of Shell Oil, he was earning
:$115,000 a year as a manager
at a hiotechnology subsidiary
in :California. But a simple

After Colling left an invitation
toagay “safe sex” party in the

marily fired him, He took a job
at a pet-shipping company for
about one fifth of his former
salary. Angry and humiliated,
. Collins filed a discrimination

he won a record $6.3 million in
. damages last year.
. . Cheryl ;' Summerville ' of
. Georgia wasn’t so fortunate,
.She was among a dozen or
more gay and lesbhian workers

. er Barrel restaurant, a chain

seemed solid. A 19-year veter-

oversight changed everything. '

photocopy room, officials sum- | this to ma‘?’ i

suit. Under a state labor law,

fired last year from a Crack-.

onatrate norma.l heterosexual
values which have been the

foundahon of families in our.

society.” ‘With no gay anti-
discrimination laws on the

Georgia books, even the ACLU

refused to represent Summer-

ville in court. ' What do ) you

mean, Idon’t havea case,” she
told them. "How can they do

Easy Homosexuals have lit--
tle legal recourse agamst even
_blatant bias. There is no feder-
al law protecting gays and les-

bians from losing theirjobs, be-

ingevicted from theirhomesor:.
being denied a bank loan be-.
“cause of eexual preference. For:
-16 years gay groups have lob-+
bied unsuccessfully to amend |
v the 1964 le nghta Acb—-.-

tation, Only six states and
about 110 municipalities have

-statutes barring discrimina- -
:tion against gays, The result-

ing patchwork of state and
local laws has produced a

_situation notable chiefly for |
its confusion and inconsisten-
cy."A federal anti-discrimina-

tion law is desperately need-
ed,” says Paul F, Wotman, a
San Francisco attorney with

“|: a large gay practice, . ' ;
Advocates of legal reform -

have achieved a measure of
success in the area of domestic

{ partnership laws, which ap-

ply equally to gay and unmar-

| ried straight couples. While
‘|'no state recognizes gay mar- .
riage, about a dozen cities, in-

cluding San Francisco, Seattle

| and Ithaca, N.Y., provide some
. level of benefits to the partners

of municipal employees. A

with headquarters in Tennes- | ~handful of private companies,
““Qut of the blue, the compa- :including Levi Strauss ‘and =~ |
", ced that it would no | software giant Lotus Develop-
gn‘o people "whose " ment, provide health benefits
tm:;: ag—q? s fail to dem- Famlly ties Petra I.Iljestraud and Allca Phlllapsun. daughtar Maya to gay partners. The AIDS cri-
be to. & ' Sesdrneliy b 4 Z
comfor
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JIM WEST—IMPACT VISUALS
Protest at a Cracker Barrel restaurant in Michigan

ing seriously, the atmosphere among co-
workers can be oppressive. When Nancy
Logan worked as an auditor for a major
Cleveland bank three years ago, a col-
league would shake in a repulsed manner
as she passed her desk. “Any time I
walked into the ladies’ room and she was
there, she would walk out,” says Logan,
She complained to management, which

transferred the other employ-
ee. But Logan says she was told
that the only reason the com-
pany supported her was that
she was "low key,” in other
words, not out. She quit short-
ly afterward and remains clos-
eted in her new job.

The Next Battle

Even in the chill of resurgent
gay-hating, there’s a sense of
victory at hand for many Amer-
ican gays and lesbians. The
struggle against AIDS has ma-
tured into a broad political and
social movement. Last July's
Democratic National Conven-
tion symbolized the sea change:
13 pro-gay speakers addressed
a Madison Square Garden audi-
ence that included 108 openly gay dele-
gates, alternates and party officials.
Twenty-one states and 130 municipalities
now offer gays and lesbians some form of
legal protection against discrimination.
An estimated 10,000 children are being
raised by lesbians who conceived them
through artificial insemination. Holly-
wood, which has lagged far behind televi-

sion in realistic portrayals of gays, is
changing its act. At least six major gay or
AIDS-themed films are in development,
including Gus Van Sant’s “The Mayor of
Castro Street,” about martyred San Fran-
cigco supervisor Harvey Milk.

For some activists, the signs of greater
acceptance make the new vehemence
even more shocking. “It's reminded us of
our precarious position in society, and
just how deep homophobia runs,” says
Cathy Siemens, a Portland, Ore., real-
estate agent. “Should we withdraw and
protect ourselves or continue to march out
of the closet?” Nearly all say no—that
the backlash is affirmation of their new
power and a last hurrah for the kind of
blatant gay-bashing on display at the con-
vention in Houston. "It's the bellows
of dying elephants,” says Peter Gomes,
minister of Harvard University’s Memori-
al Church.

If there's a consensus among gay politi-
cal strategists, it's that the best defense is
a good offense. In some cases, that means
renewed “outings” of closeted public offi-
cials who have promoted anti-gay policies.
The Advocate, a gay magazine, recently
exposed a congressman with an anti-gay
voting record. Others say that press atten-

;is has ;ddéd- 1.1:11“ .'ele.inent.‘ of

'urgency to the push for such
rights. The partners of gay

' men who die intestate often

have no claim on property
that ‘would automatically go
to a spouse; others are subject

" to eviction from their homes

. because their names aren’t on
i-the lease, i s sy av Gl
- Conservatives say the push

@ for gay rights is tantamount to

one more form of affirmative

“ . action. That charge resonates

inapolitical climate where mi-

- nority groups seeking protec-
7 tion often are denounced as:

quotamongers. But gay activ-
ists insist they don’t want spe-

" cial freatment, just equal con-)

& sideration under the law.
- Legally, gays occupy a sort

. of no man's land. Some con-

' servatives have ‘argued that

gays. shouldn't have civil-.

rights protections since their

~ conduet is criminal in states

with anti-sodomy laws—a to-
< tal of 24, plus the District of
*+ Columbia, Qver the last 30
years, similar laws have been

‘. repealed or invalidated in 23
~ states. But that campaign suf-

fered a petback in 1986, when

the Supreme Court held 5-4 in

Bowers v. Hardwick that pros-
ecuting a Georgia gay couple -

for engaging in consensual

sex in their own bedroom did |
notviolate the federal right to |
privacy. Gay activists take lit-
tle. comfort in the fact that
| anti-sodomy laws rarely are |
enforced. 'The problem with
the sword of Damocles is not .
‘that it always falls on:you,” |
“says Evan Wolfson, atforney’|'

with the Lambda Legal De-

fense and Education Fund, -
'“The problem is that it's al-

ways hanging over you.”

. Many gay activists belie-\(e-- ;
their best hope is in the courts, -

where women, blacks and oth-

er groups have secured their:

rights. Gays argue that they
too have faced a history of dis-
crimination. But so far courts
have been reluctant to make

sexual orientation a "suspect

class” that, like race and to a
slightly lesser extent gender,

warrants legal protection, -
To the frustration of the
. gay community, conservatives

still control the legal-rights

| A Record of Gain—And Pain o

Bl States with statutes outlawing sodomy (including nine
that prohibit only homosexual sodomy): 24

W Gay and bisexual men who have died of AIDS since 1980:
91,789

EOpenly gay elected officials nationwide—congressmen,
Judges, mayors, city councilors: 61 '

M Rise in anti-gay crimes reported between 1990 and 1991 in
five major U.S. cities (New York, San Francisco, Boston,
Minneapolis-St. Paul and Chicago): 31 percent

B Gay men and leshians expelled from U.S. military each
year hecause of sexual orientation: 1,000

B Gay and leshian organizations nationwide, including polit-
Ical, social, activist and student groups: 1,580

debate. And many political |
moderates also believe homo-

sexuality is just plain wrong.

Supreme  Court insiders say |

that some . justices ‘made ho-

mophobic jokes during a pri-
vate . conference about the
Bowers : case, Bias  against

gays,’ while offensive, doegn’t
rise to the same level of

outrage as race and gender,” |

.says Clint Bolick, a Reagan
Justice Department official. -
"There are greater justifica-
‘tions to discriminate against -

‘people on the basis of sexual -

preference.” As long as such
views prevail along the corri-
dors of power, gays will re-

main second-class citizens un-
der the law. - . 1 S
‘i .. Bos Conn in Washingto
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tion to Republican hypocrisy in its con-
demnation of gays will also help. Last
week’s Washington Post Style section pro-
filed Dee Mosbacher, the lesbian daughter
of former Bush-Quayle campaign chair-
man Robert Mosbacher,

Others are pursuing a legislative agenda
that will deliver basic civil liberties. “The
right to have a job without losing it and the
right to walk down the street without get-

Gregory King of the Human Rights Cam-
paign Fund, a gay political-action commit-
tee. Topping the list is passage of the
Civil Rights Amendments Act of 1991, a
federal law that would offer sexual orienta-
tion the same protections as race, creed,
color, national origin and disability. An-
other priority is increased funding for
AIDS research. New victories will certain-
ly bring new scapegoating. "As we become

Houston lesbian activist Annise Parker. In

time, though, Parker hopes that the Bu-

chanans and the Robertsons will seem ev-

ermore shrill and marginal. In time, she

believes, “the basic decency of the Ameri-
can people will take over.”

BiLL TurRQUE with CArRoLYN FRIDAY in Boston,

JEANNE GORDON in Los Angeles, DaANI1EL GLICK

in Washington, KaTriN Snow in Portland,

PeTeER ANNIN in Houston, FARA1I CHIDEYA

in Chicago, ANTHONY DUIGNAN-CABRERA

in San Francisco, PATri1ck RoGERS in New York,

ting beaten up” would be a good start, says

more visible we become targets,”

says

Ly~NN Hagssvy in Cleveland and bureau reports

How the candldates Play to Gays

ast spring Bill Clinton met
in Los Angeles at a gala
with 600 gay and lesbian
activists. In an emotional
speech, hetold them, " Ihavea

vision and you're part of it."” -

The dinner raised $100,000
for the Clinton campaign
coffers.
showed dozens of gay men ea-
gerly reaching out to touch
the candidate. It was an im-
age designed to appeal to a
powerful voting block. But
the photographs may well be
put to another use this fall; as
fodder for ads to boost George
Bush's re-election chances.
Both parties are using ho-
mosexuality for political ad-
vantage. Clinton is the first
presidential standard-bearer
to openly seek gay votes, If
elected, he says, he would lift
the ban against gays in the
military and sign gay-rights
legislation. The Republicans
are more than content to see
Clinton endorse gay rights.
Despite a lull in the family-
values offensive, gay-bashing
has overtaken opposition to
abortion as the best way to
rally the religious right, the
GOP’s core constituency.
With more than 9 mil-
lion voters, the homosexual
community is organized and
rich enough to command
attention, The Human Rights
Campaign Fund, the larg-
est gay-and-leshian political
group, with 60,000 members,
is among the fastest-grow-
ing political-action commit-
tees. It will contribute upto$1
million to campaigns this
year, Sexual preference does
not dictate party loyalty, and

News photographs

DONNA BINDER—IMPACT VISUALS
Angry rhetoric Pat Buchanan at the Repuhllcan comrentlon

there hae been no gay gap

in voting behavior. Indeed,
George Bush won close to 40
percentofthegay votein 1988.
“If you’re well off, there’s no
reason to think you haven't
moved with your income to
the Republicans,” says Iath-
leen Hall Jamieson, dean of
the communications school at
the University of Pennsylva-
nia, As president, Bush ini-
tially had considerable sup-

portinthegay community. He”

endorsed ‘the recommenda-
tions of the AIDS commission,
he invited gay activists to the

‘White House for two bill sign-

ings, and he and Barbara met
with AIDS-afflicted gay men.

But then came a bruising
primary fight with arch-
conservative Pat Buchanan,
Bush has always been fearful
of the right, and to'shore up
his conservative ' base, his
operatives stooped to gay-

bashmg.: Speakers “at the
Republican convention por-
trayed gays as . abnormal
and immoral, and Bush did
nothing totempertheattacks.
The GOP's angry words could
turn gays into single-issue
voters for Clinton.

who is planning to vote for
George Bush,” says Gregory
King, spokesman for the Hu-
man Rights Campaign Fund,
which has endorsed Clinton.
Many Republicans are un-
comfortable with the harsh
rhetoric of Houston. Social

progressives like Massachu- -
setts Gov, William Weld sup--

port gay rights as a bulwark
against government interfer-
ence in private lives. With
pollsshowing that the attacks
in Houston backfired, Bush’s
top ‘aides ' have . disavowed
open gay-bashing, That does
not mean that they will stop

"I don’t
know a single gay Republican

| their surrogates from taking

the low road, especially if

| ‘Bush falls further behind. In

selected spots, such as the Bi-
ble-belt South, the GOP will
almost certainly use anti-gay
ads against the Democrats.
!"You can’t control the groups

that support the campaign,
‘and 'sometimes you don't

want to,” says a GOP official.
- Moral thicket: For Clinton,
embracing gay voters seems

to undermine his moderate .

image. But if he can keep the

debate out of the moral thick- -

et,it's a plus. Most Americans
oppose job discrimination (78
percent in NEwswegk's Poll).
But a clear majority are also
uncomfortable with same-sex
marriages. Clinton is on rec-
ord as opposing gay marriage,
but so far he has avoided say-
ing whether he thinks being
gay  is ' “normal.” Clinton
started talking about gay
rights only when he became a
presidential candidate, a fact
that strikes some Bush aides
as hypocritical. They point

out that Arkansas has an

anti-sodomy law, which Clin-
ton has done nothing about.
Gay activists will be as im-
portant to Clinton’s get-out-
the-vote effort as the Chris-
tian  Coalition will be for
Bush. The sharp differences

between the parties generate °

the worker bees that are es-

sential for victory. But both

sides risk turning off many
voters if their rhetoric seems
toopolarized. As NEWSWEEK's
Poll shows, most voters are in
the middle. The candidates
are struggling to find that

safety zone without losing the -
political benefits of exploiting

the lavender revolution. -
ELeanNoOR Crirt in Washington
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‘They’re Not Telling the Truth’

An author’s personal response to the attacks from anti-gay crusaders

By ERIC MARCUS

three years ago. Barry and I were fast asleep when our new

downstairs neighbor and his friends, all federal Drug Enforce-
ment Administration officers, began pounding on the ceiling be-
low our bedroom. In their drunken stupor they yelled, “We're
coming to get the faggots! We've got an AK-47 in the car! Bang,
bang, you're dead!” Listening to what the religious right and the
Republican Party have been saying about us lately, I imagine our
old neighbor hasfelt vindicated. After

It started in the middle of the night over Labor Day weekend

During the presidential campaign I've heard many people say
that gay and lesbian people are unfit parents and that weshouldn’t
be allowed toadopt. There'sno question that some gay people make
rotten parents. Same with some heterosexual parents. Those who
condemn us won't come right out and say it, but they'd like you to
believe we'll “make our kids gay” or that we’ll molest them. But
that’s not what our siblings and heterosexual friends with kids
think. They know you can’t make somebody gay who isn’t gay by
nature. They also know that if their kids are going to be molested
that overwhelmingly the most likely person to do the molestingisa
heterosexual male. And if their kids happen to be gay, they know

that we're fine role models. Two het-

all, he and his buddies were simply
trying to scare a couple of “anti-fam-
ily” homosexuals, people the presi-
dent told them are not normal, who
the vice president said made the
wrong choice, who Pat Robertson be-
lieves are not fit to be parents and for
whom Pat Buchanan said AIDS was
“nature’s retribution.”

Hearing these and other state-
ments about who I am, I've felt the
same anger, disgust and confusion I
felt in the days after Barry and I were
threatened in our own home. “Why
are they attacking us?” "Did we do
anything to deserve this?” Very
quickly, Irealized that we hadn’tdone
anything wrong. It was our neighbor
who was wrong. And the anti-gay cru-
saders are also wrong. They're not
telling the truth about who I am.

The life Barry and I live is not the
Ozzie and Harriet ideal, but we're not
the only Americans who don’t live
that near-mythical model—including
Ozzie and Harriet. Nonetheless, most
people would find our family life very
familiar and anything but anti-fam-
ily. Just last month we attend-
ed Barry’s twin brother’s wedding,
where Barry and his brother James

erosexual couples have asked us if we
would be the guardians of their chil-
dren should something happen to
them. And Barry is godfather to a lit-
tle boy named Lucas, who just cele-
brated his first birthday.

City lifestyle: In a television inter-
view last month, President Bush said
that he would still love his grandchild
if he found out he was gay, but he
wouldn't want him to promote his gay
lifestyle. Would somebody please tell
me what a gay lifestyle is? One may
choose a country-club lifestyle, a
Western lifestyle, a city lifestyle, but
there is no such thing as a gay life-
style—just as thereisnosuch thing as
a heterosexual lifestyle. Homosexual
lifestyles, like heterosexual lifestyles,
run the gamut. They defy classifica-
tion. And the only way I can "pro-
mote” my sexual orientation is to
show other gay and lesbian people by
my example that you can be homosex-
ual, live outside the closet and lead a
full, happy, family-centered life.

I'm convinced the president doesn’t
really believe what he and some of his
supporters are saying about me. If he
did,hewouldn't tolerate the many gay
men and women he and those in his
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Not Ozzie and Harriet, but ‘a full, family-centered life’

were best men. In January, when my

mother had a heartattack, [ flew home to look after her., We've had .

both families over for holidays, gone to my niece’s and nephew’s
birthdays, attended funerals together and helped our friends
through hard times.

President Bush said I'm not normal. I don't know what he
means. Bush’s left-handedness isn’t normal either, if “normal”
means "in the majority.” But like being left-handed, being gay
doesn’t diminish my humanity, my normal wish to love, be loved,
contribute and prosper. When I heard Dan Quayle say on “Good
Morning America” and “Prime Time Live” that I had made the
“wrong choice,” I wanted to ask him what choice he was referring
to. When I realized I was gay I also realized I did have a choice, but
not between homosexuality and heterosexuality. I could choose to
live in the closet, maybe even marry a woman and pretend to be
who I'm not, or I could be honest about who I am and live my life
openly—no easy thing to do. I didn’t choose to be gay, but I did
choose to tell the truth. That's what my parents taught me.

administration have appointed to re-
sponsible jobs in the White House, the Department of Defense, the
National Endowment for the Arts and virtually every other gov-
ernment agency. But the anti-gay campaign has nothing to do with
telling the truth. Instead, it's about trying to scare Americansinto
thinking that if they vote for Bill Clinton, the awful homeo-
sexuals—meincluded!—will destroy America’s family values.
Barry and I were lucky with our bigoted downstairs neighbor.
Our landlords, a lovely heterosexual couple, evicted him without
hesitation. While we now feel safe in our own home, as long as the
anti-gay campaigners continue to spread their message of igno-
rance and hate, our nation will remain a hostile, dangerous and
sometimes deadly place for us, our friends and millions of Ameri-
ca’s gay and lesbian citizens.

Eric Marcus, a former associate producer for "Good Morning
America,” is the author of “Making History: The Struggle for Gay
and Lesbian Equal Rights, 1945-1990" (HarperCollins, 1992).
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